Northwest Championship
Middle School Speech and Debate Tournament
Foothills Middle School
Wenatchee, WA     April 26, 2014


Dear Coach:

Enclosed you will find tournament information for the Northwest Championship Middle School Speech and Debate Tournament which will be held April 26, 2014 at Foothills Middle School, Wenatchee, Washington.  If you have any questions, please contact:

Jody Fitzgerald
trevor.jody@charter.net    OR

Dave Carlson
carlson.dave@mail.wsd.wednet.edu


General Information

Location:  Foothills Middle School, 1410 Maple Street, Wenatchee, WA

Entry Information:  Entries can be made online at forensicstournament.net starting two weeks before the tournament.  Link to “middle school tournaments” for the tournament entry page.

Registration and Fees:  All entries must be received by Wednesday, April 23, 2014.  After this deadline, drops and substitutions (another student replacing an already entered student) may be made Thursday and Friday.  The registration fee is $60.00 per school plus $4.00 per individual event.  Public Forum and DUO entries are $8.00 per team.  Students may enter one event from each of the three patterns.

Judging:  Each school must provide one judge for each 5 individual speech entries and each 2 debate entries (a Public Forum/Duo team counts as one entry).  Coaches may judge.  Be sure to enter the names of all judges on the website registration .

Awards:  Trophies will be awarded to all 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place competitors in each event, in each division (Junior/Senior).

Events:  Below are the three conflict patterns with a lunch break between the first two rounds.

Round 1:      Pattern A:	Dramatic, Ed Comm., Expository, Duo
                     Pattern B:	Humorous, Impromptu, Oratory, Storybook 
                     Pattern C:	Spar, Public Forum

Round 2:      Pattern A:	Dramatic, Ed Comm., Expository, Duo
                     Pattern B:	Humorous, Impromptu, Oratory, Storybook 
                     Pattern C:	Spar, Public Forum

Round 3:      Pattern A:	Dramatic, Ed Comm., Expository, Duo
                     Pattern B:	Humorous, Impromptu, Oratory, Storybook 
                     Pattern C:	Spar, Public Forum

Conflicts:  Students may enter one event from each pattern

Lunch/Dinner:  Students should bring snacks to eat between rounds and cash for the concession.  Judges will be given meals and snacks throughout the competition.  

Divisions:   There will be two levels for each event.  Junior division is for all contestants in the sixth and seventh grades.  Senior division is for eighth graders.  You can  have sixth/seventh graders compete up in Senior division if you feel that they are ready.


Northwest Championship
Middle School Speech and Debate Tournament
April 26, 2014

Description of Events

Expository:  The contestant presents an informative speech designed to teach the audience about a topic.  The speech should describe, clarify, explain and/or define an object, idea, concept social institution or process.  This speech must be the original work of the speaker, and no more than 150 words may be quoted/paraphrased.  The contestant may use a visual aid though may not utilize a computer.  The speech can be delivered with or without the use of notes.  Time limit: 8 minutes, with a 30-second grace period.  No minimum time limit.

Editorial Commentary:  The contestant performs a scripted (un-memorized) speech. This speech must last precisely between 1:45 and 2:00 minutes in length and the topic should be of current interest in the news or society and be delivered as TV or radio commentary seated in the front of the room.  Speeches not in the time limit will be dropped one rank.

Dramatic Interpretation: The student selects a cutting from a play, book (prose or poetry) or movie that is serious in nature and interprets it using voice, acting and physicalization. Props, dramatic make-up and costumes are not permitted. The best piece should be the one that most vividly recreates the character, scene and mood intended.  TIME LIMIT: 10 minutes including introduction, with a 30-second grace period.

Humorous Interpretation:  The student selects a cutting from a play, book (prose or poetry) or movie that is humorous in nature and interprets it using voice, acting and physicalization. Props, dramatic make-up and costumes are not permitted. The best piece should be the one that most vividly recreates the character, scene and mood intended.  TIME LIMIT: 10 minutes including introduction, with a 30-second grace period.

Dual Interpretation: Involves two students who select a cutting from a play, book (prose or poetry) or movie that is either serious or humorous in nature and interpret it using voice, acting and physicalization. Props, dramatic make-up and costumes are not permitted. The best piece should be the one that most vividly recreates the character, scene and mood intended.  TIME LIMIT: 10 minutes including introduction, with a 30-second grace period.

Impromptu: Contestants will be given a choice of three topics (a word, a quotation, a social question) and will have six minutes to choose the topic, organize their thoughts and speak on the chosen topic.  The student may not use outside sources or notes during the speech.  TIME LIMIT:  6 minutes.  A minimum speaking time limit of one minute will be imposed.

Oratory: The best oration should be the most persuasive overall.  This persuasion may take several forms, including but not limited to informing about a problem, eulogizing a person, or strengthening devotion to a cause.  The speech should be memorized, and those not memorized should be ranked below those that are. The speech must be the original work of the speaker.  The appropriate use appropriate figures of speech, similes and metaphors, balanced sentences, allusions and other rhetorical devices should be rewarded.  No more than 150 words of quoted and/or paraphrased material may be included in the oration. No props, costumes or visuals aids are allowed.  TIME LIMIT:  10 minutes with a 30-second grace period.  No minimum time limit.

Children’s Storybook:  The purpose of this event is for the speaker to read a child’s story as if he/she were reading to a group of children.  The illusion of reading must be maintained.  TIME LIMIT:  6 minutes. No minimum time limit. The speaker should include a brief introduction, and must provide the title, author and illustrator (if applicable) during the introduction. No props, dramatic make-up or costumes are permitted.

Spontaneous Argumentation (also known as SPAR):  A brief, ten-minute debate performed without advanced preparation on a subject of interest. At this tournament, the format will be as follows: The affirmative will be given two topics.  At the end of a one minute preparation period, the affirmative will begin to debate on one of the two topics.  The affirmative is allotted a two minute constructive speech followed by a one minute cross-examination. The negative will then have one  minute to prepare a two minute constructive speech which will be followed by a one minute cross examination. Both speakers will then be allowed one minute for rebuttal without preparation time.

Public Forum Debate:  A team debate event supports or rejects an assigned monthly topic.  Use of quoted evidence is encouraged to support claims made on both sides. Format will be 4-minute Team A case, 4-minute Team B case, 3-minute crossfire (speakers 1 and 2), 4-minute Team A rebuttal, 4-minute Team B rebuttal, 3-minute crossfire (speakers 3 and 4), 2-minute speaker 1 summary, Team B speaker 2 summary, 3-minute grand crossfire, Team A speaker 3 final focus, Team B speaker 4 final focus.  Each team will have 2 minutes prep time.

 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Forum Topic:  Resolved: Teachers in US public schools should be allowed to be                        armed in the classroom.
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Schedule - Saturday, April 26, 2014

8:00-9:00	Teams arrive and register
	Judge meeting

9:00-10:00	Round 1, Pattern A (Expository,  Editorial Comment, Dramatic, Duo)

10:00-11:00	Round 1, Pattern B (Humorous, Impromptu, Oratory, Storybook)

11:00-12:00	Round 1, Pattern C (Spar, Public Forum)

12:00-12:30	Lunch: Students and supervisors must eat in the cafeteria only.  Judges
                           will have lunch  provided  in the judges’ lounge.

12:30-1:30	Round 2, Pattern A

1:30-2:30	Round 2, Pattern B

2:30-3:30	Round 2, Pattern C

3:45-4:45	Round 3, Pattern A

4:45-5:45	Round 3, Pattern B

5:45-6:45	Round 3, Pattern C

7:30		   Awards	
